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BODMIN  : 
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TO  THE  WADEBRIDQE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  ray  Annual  Report  for  the 
Year  1944. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  (in  acres) — 88,064. 

Population — 1 4,440. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  end  of  1944  according 
to  the  rate  books — 5,152. 

Rateable  value — <£62,463. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate — £268-17-1. 

Social  Conditions. 

The  District  is  an  Agricultural  one  most  suitable 
for  dairying  and  cattle  rearing,  but  under  war 
conditions  a  much  larger  acreage  than  normal  is  given 
over  to  corn  growing. 

Ihe  china  clay  industry  is  an  important  one  in 

parts  of  the  district. 

# 

'1  here  are  a  large  number  of  Evacuees  in  the 
district  mostly  unaccompanied  children.  They  settle 
down  well  with  the  local  children  and  most  of  them 
show  a  marked  improvement  in  health  and  physique. 


3 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  year. 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Live  Births 

117 

114 

231 

Legitimate 

109 

107 

216 

Illegitimate 

8 

i 

15 

Birth  rate  per  1,000 

of  the  population  - 

15-8 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Still  births — 

4 

5 

9 

Leofitimate 

4 

5 

/ 

9 

Rate  per  1000  of  the  population — 0  6 

M.  F.  Total 

Deaths—  102  124  236 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  — 15.6. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  ol  a2:e- 


Deaths 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


M. 

5 

4 

1 


F. 

5 

5 

0 


Total 

10 

9 

1 


Death  rate  per  1,000  live  births — 43*2. 

I  he  chief  causes  of  death  were  premature  birth 
and  congenital  debility. 


There  were  no  deaths  from  Puerpural  Sepsis  or 
other  maternal  causes. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough,  all  ages  ...  0 

Measles,  all  ages  ...  ...  0 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years  of  age  2 
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The  chief  causes  of  death  were 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Cancer 

12 

21 

33 

Heart  disease 

28 

32 

60 

Cerebral  Hsemorrhagfe 

14 

» 

17 

31, 

Bronchitis 

o 

O 

4 

7 

Pneumonia 

3 

4 

/ 

Influenza 

2 

3 

‘  5 

ComparisoD  of  Birth  and  Death  rates  with  those  of 
England  and  Wales  :  — 


England  and  Wales 

Birth  rate 

15-8 

17-6 

Death  rate 

15  6 

1P6 

Infantile  death  rate 

43-2 

46 

General  provision  of 

Health 

Services. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — J.  H.  Hobling  (part 
time  Officer)  who  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Borough  of  Bodmin,  Public  Vaccinator  and 
Examining  Factory  Surgeon. 

Sanitary  Inspectors  and  Surveyors. 

Western  Area — Mr.  J.  D.  Clerk. 

F, astern  Area — Mr.  A.  E.  Bewes. 

Both  hold  the  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute  and  are  full  time  Officers. 


Ambulance  Facilities 


A  Motor  Ambulance  is  provided  and  maintained 
in  Bodmin  by  joint  representatives  of  the  Red  Cross 
Society  and  The  Order  of  St.  John.  This  is  not 
available  for  the  use  of  Infectious  cases. 

In  addition  there  are  Civil  Defence  Ambulances 
and  local  vehicles  which  have  been  adapted  to  carry 
stretchers  in  an  em.ergency. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  whole  district  is  supplied  with  trained  Nurses 
supplied  by  the  County  Nursing  Association. 

Hospitals. 

There  are  no  voluntary  hospitals. 

Infectious  cases  are  treated  in  the  County  Isolation 
Hospital  in  Truro. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

In  Wadebridge  there  is  a  Child  Welfare  Centre 
and  at  Polzeath  a  Day  Nursery  for  children  under 
5  years  of  age. 

For  Maternity  Cases  there  is  the  County  Emergency 
Maternity  Nursing  Home  in  Bodmin. 
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Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area. 
Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

'these  are  generally  satisfactory  and  only  minor 
works  have  been  carried  oat  to  keep  the  drains  and 
sewers  in  good  condition. 

Water  Supply. 

The  town  of  v  Wadebridge  has  its  own  very 
satisfactory  supply. 

The  Western  area  is  supplied  by  the  North 
Cornwall  Water  Board  but  the  amount  has  proved 
insufficient  to  adequately  supply  the  wffiole  area. 
Steps  are  to  be  taken  to  increase  'the  supply  as  soon 
as  circumstances  permit. 

The  Eastern  area  is  dependent  on  wells  and  springs 
and  there  is  usually  a  shortage  in  the  summer 
months. 

The  DeLank  Scheme  will  supply  this  area  when 
it  comes  into  operation.  Owing  to  the  large  number 
of  visitors  during  the  holiday  months  allowance  should 
be  made  for  a  greater  demand  at  such  times  than 
would  normally  be  the  case. 

Public  Cleansing. 

There  is  a  regular  collection  of  household  refuse 
which  is  dealt  with  by  controlled  tipping. 

Housing 

There  is  a  shortage  of  houses  but  plans  are  ready 
to  start  building  as  soon  as  it  is  possible  to  do  so. 


1, 


Hr 
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Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  and 

other  Diseases. 

Infectious  Diseases  are  treated  in  the  County 
Isolation  Hospital,  Truro. 

Cases  of  Whooping  (>ough  were  widely  spread  over 
the  district  for  the  first  nine  months  of  the  year. ' 

There  were  no  serious  epidemics,  no  closure  of 
schools  on  account  of  infectious  diseases; 

Diphtheria  Immunization. 

/ 

There  were  two  cases  of  Diphtheria  one  of  which 
had  not  beeii  immunized. 

Parents  are  encouraged  to  have  their  children 
immunized,  the  Council  paying  the  Doctors  for  all- 
children  up  to  15  years  of  age  when  they  immunize 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

during  the  year. 

i 

Disease.  Total  cases  notified. 

T<jtal  deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

17 

0 

\ 

VV^'hooping  Cough 

59 

0 

Diphtheria 

•  2 

0 

Erysipelas 

2 

0 

Measles 

5 

0 

Pneumonia 

6 

7 

Puerpural  Pyrexia 

1 

0 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

1 

4 


1 
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Tuberculosis. 


New  cases  and  mortality  during  the  year — 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

% 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

e  period 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

0  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1  year 

0  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

5 

0  0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15 

4  3 

0 

1 

2 

1 

0 

1 

25 

1  1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

35 

^0  0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

45 

0  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

65 

0  0 

0 

(t 

0 

0 

0 

0 

65  and  upwards  0  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total — 

5  4 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health 
Prevention  of  Tuberculosis  Eegulations,  1925, 
relating  to  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade,  or  under 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  relating 
to  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons 
suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

I  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  HOBLING, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


I  •• 


